Tigris. There was a large deserted city there called Larissa, which in the old days used to be inhabited by the Medes. It had walls twenty-five feet broad and one hundred feet high, with a perimeter of six miles. ( , 3) terest in the study of the ancient *ers Fund I953 * --rs Fund, civilizations of the Near East. These excavators unearthed a vast amount of material, but their methods were far from systematic. Consequently, important archaeological evidence and many small objects were lost forever. But by the beginning of the twentieth century the days of treasure-hunting had passed, and archaeology had become a scientific pursuit. In an effort to gain more historical information, and, of course, at the same time more and better-
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The in. long, 6 in. wide), with a raised edge, the inner sunken portion having been scored to hold wax, which furnished a writing surface (see relief at the left). They are of especial importance since they provide the oldest known evidence of writing on wax, antedating the earliest Greek examples by almost five centuries. It was known from textual sources that wax was used as a writing material in Babylonia and Assyria, but the Nimrud discovery provides the first material proof. In fact, owing to the amazing preservative quality of the well sludge, fragments of the wax were actually foundbeeswax mixed with orpiment (arsenic sulphide) to make it easier to write on-and minute cuneiform characters were still legible on some of them. This was an unusual discovery since wax and wood deteriorate rapidly and are never found under ordinary circumstances in Mesopotamian excavations.
Bees were not native to Mesopotamia. It is known from an inscription on a stele found in Babylon that they were introduced from the mountains to the north by an official named Shamash-resh-usur sometime during the eighth century. Since they were native to Anatolia it is probable that wax tablets were used by the Hittites at an even earlier date, but we have no LEFT: Blackened box lid whose side is shown on the opposite page. The rosette was originally overlaid with gold, and there were ivory ornaments thatfitted into the dowel holes. RIGHT: Palace-ware drinking cup, one of the objectsfound in the cupboard illustrated below. The cupboard was abandoned when Nimrud was sacked in 612 B.C.
proof. Hittite stone reliefs show scribes with wooden tablets. These may have been covered with wax, or they may have been written on with ink.
In the same well was found another example of unusual preservation, a bronze axe with traces of the original rope binding still intact, and in the other well were found pieces of oak beams from the well derrick and many jars with rope still attached to them, leading one to think at first that they must be relatively modern jars.
They were unquestionably Assyrian, however, and the rope had survived these many centuries.
The ivory writing boards are of further interest in that we know the text with which they had been inscribed. 
